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Calendar of events 

  
May 
19 May 2011: Well-being 
2030” Conference 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
19 May 2011: A smart social 
inclusion policy for Europe 2020: 
the role of education and training 
(Brussels, Belgium)  
  
19-20 May 2011: Prevention 
days 
(Paris, France)  
  
19-20 May 2011: 3rd Spanish 
Conference on chronic care – 
Building capacity for progress: 
The role of clinicians 
(San Sebatian, Spain) 
  
20 May 2011: European 
Health Care Conference 2011 
"England and Germany in 
Europe – What Lessons Can We 
Learn from Each Other?" 
(Hamburg, Germany) 
  

  
24-27 May 2011: Green Week 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
25 May 2011: Workshop – 
Health in all policies (HIAP) 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
25 May 2011: Ending Female 
Genital mutilation: the 
challenges and opportunities for 
stakeholders working with 
practicing communities and 
policy-makers 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
25-27 may 2011: European 
region AIDS Conference 2011-
HIV in Europe – Unity and 
Diversity 
(Tallin, Estonia) 
  
25 May -28 May 2011: 44th 
meeting of the European Society 
for Paediatric gastroenterology, 
hepatology, and nutrition 
(Sorrento, Italy) 
  
25-27 May 2011: Global 
Summit of Transport Ministers 
to Meet in  
(Leipzig, Germany) 

  
26 May 2011: European Flu 
Summit 
(Brussels, Belgium) 

  

  

  
  

EuroHealthNet launched its new Website ! 
Come and visit EuroHealthNet new Website 

at 
www.eurohealthnet.eu 

  
  

EU News 
  
Council 
  
Hungarian EU presidency event on urban 
demography 
  
‘Address the challenge of ageing societies together with 
citizens instead of ignoring it’ was one of the key messages 
delivered by the Hungarian EU presidency at a recent 
conference on the urban consequences of demographic 
change. A presentation from Brno, a demographically stable 
city, showed how it’s developing a strategy for active ageing 
by 2012. Adapting to demographic change clearly underlines 
the potential of transnational learning between European 
cities.   Prospective population losses are expected to be 
strongest in central and eastern Europe. The population of 
Romania, for instance, is projected to halve by 2050. Findings 
outlined in the conference report, developed by the 
Metropolitan Research Institute, were taken up by the 
Budapest Communiqué on climate and demographic change 
that was adopted by the meeting of director generals of urban 
development ministries. 
  
For more information, click here.  
  
Council/European Commission – E-Health 
Week 
  
E-Health Ministerial conference, Budapest 
  
The 9th E-Health Ministerial Conference and the World of 
Health IT Conference and Exhibition coincided for the second 

  
Would you like to promote events or new publications of your 

organisation in health highlights? Please send us your 
contributions! 

  

  
Want to express and share your views on Health equity issues? 

Come and join the Equity Channel Community on the Equity 
Channel Website 
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26 May 2011: E-Health 
Congress 2011 - Innovative 
Support for Clinical Decision 
(Bucharest, Romania) 
  
26 May 2011: Participation in 
Health Promotion 
(Kremz, Austria) 
  
26-27 May 2011: Patients’ 
voices in the European Week 
Against Cancer 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  

June 

1st June 2011: 2nd European 
Biosafety Summit (Dublin, 
Ireland) 
  
2-3 June 2011: La protección 
de la dependencia y leyes de 
Servicios Sociales del Siglo XXI 
(Madrid, Spain) 
  
9 June 2011: Health Impact 
Assessment 
(Vienna, Austria) 

  
9-10 June 2011 -  FP7 Health: 
Open Information Day & 
Brokerage event  
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
10-11 June 2011: Jornadas 
Internacionales de Alimentación 
y Salud Mental de la Mujer 
(Madrid, Spain) 
  
14 June 20911: World donor 
day 
  
14 June 2011: Men's Health 
Report during the 8th FACE 
Workshop 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
14-16 June 2011: Health 
investments in Structural Funds 
2000-2006: learning lessons to 
inform regions in the 2007-2013 
period 
(Liverpool, UK) 
  
15 June 2011: Assessing and 
Addressing Poverty in Europe: 
Challenges, Solutions and 
Opportunities 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
15-16 June 2011: 2nd Annual 
Diabetes and Diabetic 
Retinopathy - Identifying new 
therapeutic opportunities for 
diabetes and diabetic 
retinopathy  
(London, UK)  
  
16-17 June 2011: 3rd Injury 
prevention Conference 
(Budapest, Hungary) 

  
17 June 2011: Info Day on FP7 
Environment Research 
(Brussels, Belgium) 

time to form one of the most important ICT for healthcare 
annual events worldwide, the European eHealth Week 2011 in 
Budapest from 10-12 May.  
  
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) are 
playing a central role in addressing the numerous challenges 
faced by healthcare systems across the EU including an ageing 
population, a rise in chronic diseases, budget cuts and a 
shortage of healthcare workers by for example allowing 
remote diagnosis, remote monitoring of patients' condition and 
secure sharing of patient records between healthcare 
professionals. Participants at the eHealth week conference 
discussed the role of eHealth in tackling common challenges 
such as chronic disease management, human resource 
shortages and the ageing population. For the first time, the 
eHealth Week focused on innovation-rich subjects such as 
Ambient Assisted Living; and European Innovation 
Partnerships. 
  
An online public consultation on eHealth runs until 
Wednesday 25 May 2011. The answers will feed into the 
preparation of the eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 that the 
Commission is due to present before the end of 2011. 
  
EU Task Force to advise how to promote e-
Health to help patients and healthcare systems 
in Europe 
  
An EU eHealth Task Force to assess the role of information and 
communications technologies (ICT) in health and social care 
and to suggest ways for ICT to speed up innovation in 
healthcare to the benefit of patients, carers and the healthcare 
sector has met for the first time in Budapest on 10th May, 
chaired by Estonia's President Toomas Hendrik Ilves. The high 
level advisory group, which met on the margins of eHealth 
week in Hungary, comprises health care professionals, 
representatives of patients and of the medical, pharmaceutical 
and ICT industries, legal experts and policy makers. The 
eHealth Task Force will advise the Commission on how to 
unlock the potential of eHealth for safer, better and more 
efficient healthcare in Europe inter alia as regards diagnostics, 
prevention and treatment. It will look carefully at how to 
achieve inter-operability of eHealth services and technologies 
across the EU. It will also explore the relationships between 
eHealth, telemedicine, and social policy, initiatives. 
  
The Task Force will take into account current policy 
developments at EU level, including the Digital Agenda for 
Europe, the European Innovation Partnership on Active and 
Healthy Ageing and the recently adopted Directive on patient 
rights for cross border care, but its focus will be on the future, 
and how innovation can benefit healthcare systems and 
society at large. 
  
All articles and speeches are available on the E-Health Week 
website here. 
Speech by Neelie Kroes is available here. 
Speech by John Dalli is available here. 
Time to Act: Delegates at eHealth Week 2011 Call on Member 
States to Implement eHealth Solutions is available here. 
eHealth Week 2011: Information Technology Provides a Cure 
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22 June 2011: UK forum on 
Global Health and Trade 
  
22-24 June 2011: EHMA 
Annual Conference 2011 
“Integration in Health and 
Healthcare”  
(Porto, Portugal) 
  
23-25 June 2011: Mental 
health care in Europe-Learning 
from differences 
(Ulm, Germany) 
  
30 June 2011: Mainstreaming 
Health Promotion: Promoting 
Health Across Sectors  
(Galway, Ireland) 
  
July 
6-8 July 2011: Building an 
Active and Caring Society: 
Innovation, Participation, 
Community 
(Warsaw, Poland) 
  
6-8 July 2011: New Directions 
in Welfare 
(Paris, France) 
  
11-15 July 2011: Programa de 
Agentes Jóvenes en Educación 
para la Salud (PAJEPS) 
(Madrid, Spain) 
  
12-13 July 2011: Rights and 
Needs of Older Patients  
(Warsaw, Poland) 
  
25-27 July 2011 - 
Environmental Health Risk 
(Riga, Latvia) 
  
August 

25-26 August 2011:  Swiss 
Public Health Conference 
"Chronical diseases – A global 
challenge” 
(Bale, Switzerland) 
  
September 

6-7 September 2011 – High 
Level Conference on EU Health 
Programmes 
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  
7 September 2011: Nationale 
Tagung für betriebliche 
Gesundheitsförderung 2011 
“Stress und Arbeit: Die aktuellen 
Herausforderungen“ 
(Bern, Switzerland) 
  
8-9 September 2011 – Public 
Health Conference 2011 
(London, UK)  
  
11-14 September 2011: 17th 
International meeting of the 
European Society of 
Gynaecological Oncology 
(Milan, Italy) 
  

for Europe's Mounting Healthcare Costs is available here. 
Digital Agenda website is available here. 
European Commission's website on eHealth is available here. 

  
European Commission 
  
EuroHealthNet response to Future EU research 
and innovation funding consultation  
  
The European Commission published interim conclusion based 
on over 470 responses received so far to the consultation 
launched by the Commission with its February 2011 Green 
Paper in the frame of the Common Strategic Framework for 
future EU research and innovation funding. Nearly all 
respondents stress the importance of simplifying procedures 
for applying for funding and accounting for its use. The 
Common Strategic Framework will cover funding currently 
provided through the Framework Programme for Research 
(FP7), the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework 
Programme (CIP) and the European Institute of Innovation 
and Technology (EIT) (IP/11/138 and MEMO/11/76).  The 
consultation will be followed by a major conference on 10 June 
in Brussels at which EuroHealthNet will participate. More than 
700 scientists, entrepreneurs, politicians and other 
stakeholders will convene to discuss the consultation 
outcome.  The results of the consultation and the conference 
will underpin the Commission's proposal on future EU research 
and innovation funding, to be presented by the end of the 
year. The new system will come into force, subject to approval 
by the European Parliament and the Council, when the current 
programmes end on 31 December 2013. 
  
For more information, click here. 
  
•                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In its response, EuroHealthNet insists that mainstream health 
in future EU research and innovation structures is fundamental 
to achieve a socially cohesive and equitable society and to 
create good economic sense. Health is a prerequisite for 
economic growth and economic growth affects the state of 
health in the population.  
In a context of economic and financial crisis, EuroHealthNet 
insists that social cohesion is crucial to achieve an 
economically sustainable future for Europe. Public Health, 
health promotion and prevention are key in breaking the cycle 
of disease and social determinants must be addressed at all 
levels. EuroHealthNet reminds that Member States allocate 
97% of their health budgets to treatment while only 3% are 
dedicated to health promotion. Not only a healthier population 
is more productive and can therefore better contribute to the 
objectives defined in the EU 2020 Strategy, but also, 
unhealthy living habits cost society 13.3 billion euro. 
EuroHealthNet therefore recommends that EU Research should 
seek reconciliation between structural and individual factors 
that contribute to inequalities in health.  
EuroHealthNet stresses the importance of a distinctive 
European approach that can lead world class research, not 
follow inappropriate models from other continents. Innovation 
may be a current “buzz word”, but health promotion and 
approaches based on social determinants of health with 
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14-15 September 2011: 
Expert conference on the ability 
to work, health and productivity 
during professional life.  
(Bregenz, Austria) 
  
16 September 2011: 
EUROPEAN FORUM FOR 
PRIMARY CARE (EFPC) 
CONFERENCE 
(Graz, Austria) 
  
19-20 September 2011: 
United Nations high-level 
meeting on non communicable 
disease prevention and control 
(New-York, USA) 
  
20-22 September 2011: 
Innovations in E-Health & 
Informatics Europe  
(London, UK) 
  
26-27 September 2011: 
Assets for health and wellbeing 
across life course: International 
Conference 2011 
(London, UK) 
  
26-28 September 2011: 
Vaccination and Antibody, 
Prevention and Therapy of 
Nosocomial Diseases 
(Annecy, France) 
  
28 September – 1st October 
2011: 7th Congress of the EU 
Geriatrics Medicine Society 
(Malaga, Spain) 

  
October  
-7 October 2011: International 
symposium on health benefits of 
foods 
(Prague, Czech Republic) 
  
5-8 October 2011: 14th 
European Health Forum Gastein 
(Gastein, Austria) 
  
10 October 2011: World 
mental Health Day 

11-13 October 2011: Global E-
Health Forum - Hamburg 2011: 
Designing Personalized 
Healthcare  
(Hamburg, Germany) 
http://www.global-ehealth-
forum.com/ 
  
13-15 October 2011: 12th 
Conference of Health Economics 
(Lisbon, Portugal)  
  
13-15 October 2011: 21st 
Alzheimer Europe conference 
(Warsaw, Poland) 
  
16-19 October 2011: World 
Alliance for Risk Factor 
Surveillance (WARFS) Seventh 
Global Conference  
(Toronto, Ontario, Canada) 
  
19-21 October 2011: World 

associated studies and evidence are intrinsically new and 
innovative concepts with emerging multiple benefits.  
  
EuroHealthNet’s position is available here. 
For more information, contact John Considine.  

  
Commission Staff Working Paper – Mid-term of 
the European strategy 2007-2012 on health and 
safety at work 
  
The European Commission adopted in February 2007 the 
Communication "Improving quality and productivity at work: 
Community strategy 2007-2012 on safety and health at work". 
The strategy provides a political framework for the 
improvement of occupational safety and health (OSH) at both 
national and European level and a roadmap for stakeholders to 
play their role in the implementation of the objectives 
identified by the strategy. The Strategy has entered its second 
half period of life in 2010. The main steps of this consultation 
process can be summarized as follows: 

•         The Commission gathered evidence on the development 
of the Strategy in the 27 Member States by means of: a) 
a survey launched in January 2010, involving all the 
main actors in the field3; b) a survey conducted in 2009 
by the Governmental Interest Group (GIG) of the 
Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work 
(ACSH) in the framework of the so-called "Scoreboard"- 
project; c) two workshops on national strategies 
organized by the ACSH in 2008 and 2009 respectively; 

•         The Commission promoted debate among stakeholders 
about the achievements made and the future of the 
Strategy. A Conference was organized for this purpose 
by the Commission, in cooperation with the Spanish 
Presidency of the Council, on 3-4 June 2010 in 
Barcelona. 

The present Staff Working Paper is based on the results of this 
consultation process. It provides a summary of the main 
achievements and of the problems and improvements 
necessary to enhance the implementation of the Strategy. It 
aims at laying the basis for a discussion involving all parties in 
the preparation of future EU policy initiatives in the area of 
occupational safety and health (OSH), in particular as regards 
the preparation of a new strategy for the period post-2012. 
  
The evaluation is available here. 
  
Stakeholder consultation on health security in 
the European Union 
  
The aim of this consultation is to seek the views of 
stakeholders on what action the European Commission should 
take to protect EU citizens more effectively against serious 
cross-border health threats. The Council of the European Union 
invited Member States in 2010 to further improve their 
coordination and collaboration in facing serious cross-border 
health threats, including a coherent approach to preparedness 
and response to pandemic influenza and to other public health 
emergencies of international concern. This implies reinforced 
preparedness, ensuring coherent risk assessment and risk 
management as well as improving the coordination of public 
communication on any matter related to health-related crisis 
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Conference on Social 
Determinants of health 
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) 
  
21-22 October 2011: Evolving 
Challenges in promoting 
cardiovascular health 
(Barcelona, Spain) 
  
November  
  
2-3 November 2011: Ageing 
Globally – Ageing Locally” 
Planning all Our Futures 
(Dublin, Ireland) 
  
7-11 November 2011: 
Qualitative and Quantitative 
Research methods in Health 
care and Medicine Use 
(Copenhagen, Denmark) 
  
9-11 November 2011: 6th 
World Congress on Tissue 
Banking 
(Barcelona, Spain) 
  
 10-12 November 2011: 
Welfare Development and 
health 
(Copenaghen Denmark) 
  
20-23 November 2011: 3rd 
International TEMOS 
Conference “Healthcare abroad 
and medical tourism” 
(Cologne, Germany) 
  
23-25 November 2011: 
ECDC Annual meeting on 
antimicrobial resistance and 
healthcare-associated 
infections 
(Warsaw, Poland) 
  

January 2012 

18 - 19 January 2012: IT @ 
Networking Awards 2012 - Raise 
Awareness of the World's Most 
Innovative Healthcare IT 
Projects  
(Brussels, Belgium) 
  

  
More online 

For a full list of upcoming events, 
please visit the Equity Channel 
calendar 

  

  
New Publications  

WHO - The World Medicines 
Situation Report 2011 

Available here 
  
Bulgarian National Center 
for Public  Health protection 
- Measurement of physical 
factors of sources of noise, 

involving or likely to threaten more than one Member State. 
The deadline has been extended until Tuesday 31 May 2011.  
  
For more information, click here.  
  
Results of consultation on the Conclusions of the 5th 
Cohesion Report  
  
The public consultation on the Conclusions of the 5th Cohesion 
Report allowed hundreds of contributors to express their views 
on the future of Cohesion Policy. A Staff Working Document, 
and a citizen summary presenting the results of the public 
consultation was published on 13 May 2011.Contributors 
expressed their views on ways to enhance the added value of 
cohesion policy, as well as on ways to strengthen governance 
and to streamline the delivery system of cohesion policy. 
Respondents also gave their opinions on the future 
architecture of cohesion policy for the next programming 
period. 
  
The results of the consultation are available here.  
  

•         Responding to the European Commission consultation 
on the Conclusions of the Fifth Report on Economic and 
Social Cohesion, EuroHealthNet underlined that health 
must remain a priority investment area for structural 
funds in the future Cohesion policy. Disease prevention 
approaches, especially to tackle health inequalities, 
should be prioritized and mainstreamed throughout the 
Post 2013 Cohesion policy. This must be reflected in the 
aims, objectives and targets set out in the policy’s 
functioning and operation including the proposed 
Common Strategic Framework and Member States 
Operational Programmes. For EuroHealthNet, cohesion 
policy should be based on three overarching 
recommendations: Improve daily living and working 
conditions; tackle the inequitable distribution of power, 
money and resources; measure and understand the 
problems and impacts of action. EuroHealthNet reminds 
that targeted investment to address health inequalities 
by action on the social determinants of health is more 
cost-effective than paying later for the consequences of 
these inequalities. Therefore, the European Commission, 
together with Member States, national, regional and 
local Public Health Institutes and authorities should 
develop and implement complementary public health 
prevention actions. 

  
For more information about EuroHealthNet’s position, click 
here 

  
László ANDOR EU Commissioner responsible for 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion  - 
“Building a fairer future: The role of social 
policy” Ministerial Meeting   
  
In the frame of the 50th anniversary of the OECD, 
Commissioner Andor underlined that Europe 2020 is about 
preventing macro-economic imbalances and undertaking 
growth-enhancing structural reforms. It seeks to realise the 
economy’s full potential and deliver both more and better jobs 
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vibration, microclimate, light, 
non-ionizing radiation (electric 
and magnetic fields, radio waves 
and microwaves), optical 
radiation (polychromatic), laser 
radiation, electrical 

Available here 

  
ECDC - Mastering the basics of 
TB control – Development of a 
handbook on TB diagnostic 
methods 

Available here 
  

LCB Healthcare - Low Carbon 
Buildings in the Healthcare 
Sector 

Available here 
  

  
  

in the future. One of Europe 2020’s five headline targets is to 
raise the employment rate to 75%. And it sets a target for 
reducing the number of people at risk of poverty and social 
exclusion by at least 20 million over the next decade. He 
stressed that another Europe 2020 initiative — "The European 
Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion" — seeks to help 
Member States to meet the EU's poverty reduction target. This 
entails mobilising social protection, employment and education 
policies. The EU provides financial support for action to raise 
employment and tackle poverty. This comes from the 
European Social Fund, our main financial instrument for 
promoting employment and social inclusion, which will spend 
10 billion euro a year from 2007 to 2013, and from the 
European Regional Development Fund, which helps with 
infrastructure and social and educational services.  
  
Speech by Commissioner Andor is available here. 
  
"Partnerships with people experiencing 
poverty"  
  
In the frame of the European meeting of people experiencing 
poverty, Commissioner Andor stressed that the economic 
situation of most people is largely determined by their 
experiences in the labour market. Alongside the poverty 
reduction target, Europe 2020 has set an ambitious 
employment target: by 2020, we want to see 75% of men and 
women in employment. Commissioner Andor underlined that 
common principles that address the need for integrated 
strategies that combine have been set up: 
•                     well-designed income support schemes;  
•                     inclusive labour markets;  
•                     adequate social services.  
Commissioner Andor stated that i several Member States, a 
significant percentage of people in need have no access to 
social assistance or do not take up their rights. Others have 
become dependent on benefits, which are often not enough to 
lift them out of poverty. As part of the European Platform 
against Poverty and Social Exclusion, in 2012 the Commission 
will report on the implementation of these common principles.  
A recent study finalised for the Hungarian Presidency suggests 
that the risk of poverty for children of unemployed mothers in 
Europe is as high as 35% and in some countries this 
percentage exceeds 40%.As part of the implementation of the 
Commission communication on the "European Platform against 
Poverty and Social Exclusion", the European Commissioner will 
propose a Recommendation on Child Poverty in 2012.  
  
Speech by Commissioner Andor is available here. 
  
8th meeting of senior officials of the European 
Commission and WHO 
  
The Report of the meeting held between n the European 
Commission and WHO Senior Officials has been published. The 
8th Senior Officials Meeting (SOM), hosted by the WHO, was 
co-chaired by Health and Consumers DG Paola Testori Coggi 
and WHO Regional Director for Europe Zsuzsanna Jakab.  
Relations between the WHO and the European Commission are 
governed by an exchange of letters of 14 December 2000 
which outlines the objectives, priorities, and areas of 
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cooperation as well as the procedures, activities, and practical 
arrangements for its implementation. Since then, WHO and 
the Commission have formulated operational working 
arrangements between their offices at global, regional and 
country levels. In this framework, high level and senior 
officials of the two organizations’ meet regularly to discuss 
health and joint cooperation issues. 
  
For more information, click here. 
  
Re-organisation of DG SANCO 
  
European Commission Directorate in charge of health and 
consumers (DG SANCO) has been reorganised. The main 
change is the addition of a new Health System and Products 
Directorate. The Directorate will be headed by Andrzej Jan 
Rys, who is currently Director for Public Health and Risk 
Assessment. The Directorate will deal with healthcare systems, 
pharmaceuticals, tobacco control and risk assessment, as well 
as with strategy. 
  
The new organogram came into effect on 16 May 2011 and is 
available here.  
  
Approved tobacco testing laboratories in 
European Union Member States 
  
The list of national approved tobacco testing laboratories has 
been published with Lithuanian and Spanish contact details 
update. The list is available here. 
  
List of reports and studies on Mental Health 
  
The European Commission published all report and studies 
related to mental health. For more details, click here. 
  
                                
European Parliament 
  
European Year 2012 - Parliament and Council 
Reach Agreement on campaign details 
 

The European Parliament and the Council officially agreed on 
the European Year 2012 name. 'Active ageing and solidarity of 
generations' was therefore adopted showing a clear message 
for the European Year 2012". As for the concept of the 
European Year, the idea of a European 'culture of active 
ageing' has been established. "The main pillars are the 
solidarity of generations, maintaining vitality and respect for 
the dignity of human beings.  
  

•         EuroHealthNet is part of the EY2012 Coalition, led by 
AGE Platform Europe, which brings about 20 European 
organisations who share a common vision of a society 
for all ages. To support its call and ensure a lasting 
impact for the EY2012, the coalition launched a joint 
leaflet on the EU Year 2012, which was presented at the 
EU conference. The objective of this publication is to 
inform the public about the EY2012 and to mobilize as 
many stakeholders as possible to support the Year’s 
objectives of active ageing at work, active ageing in the 
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community and support to independent living. The leaflet 
also proposes recommendations and examples of good 
practices at all levels, and it explains how everyone can 
get involved in the Year and promote it. 

  
The 2012 European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity 
between Generations website is available here. 
The joint leaflet elaborated by the EY2012 Coalition is available 
here. Printed copies can be requested here.  
For more information about the EY2012 Coalition, click here. 
The Website of the EU conference "Towards the European Year 
for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations (2012) is 
available here. 
The official logo of the European Year 2012 is available here. 
  

•         In addition, EuroHealthNet and the European Health 
Management Association organized a roundtable 
focusing on the opportunities and challenges in 
promoting health within an ageing population and 
adapting care to the new demographic context, on 11 
May 2011. The event explored the particular 
opportunities for support at EU level. Discussions 
included lessons from the current Marmot European 
Review of Social Determinants & the Health Divide, best 
practices of health promotion towards older people, 
experience from local social and health care actors and 
finally, potential pathways for future action and support 
rom the EU. 

  
For more information, click here. 
  
ACP-EU Assembly - 23,000 children die each day 
in the developing world, but we can bring this 
figure down to European levels.  
  
  
The African, Caribbean, Pacific-EU Assembly is meeting for its 
21st session in Budapest (14-18 May). There are 78 ACP 
countries attending with representatives of the European 
Parliament who jointly make up the Assembly. The Assembly 
considered inter alia: budget support as a means of delivering 
aid; the impact of the Common Agricultural Policy on the ACP 
countries; the situation in the Ivory Coast; aid effectiveness; 
challenges for the future of democracy; water pollution and 
the democratic upheavals in North Africa and the Middle East.  
  
For more information, click here 
  
Formal Responses to Parliamentary 
Questions 
  
Revision of Directive 2001/37/EC on the 
manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco 
products 
  
Robert Rochefort (France, ALDE) reminds that the 
Commission consulted stakeholders on a possible revision of 
this Directive 2011/37/EC in order to improve information for 
consumers on the impact of tobacco on their health. The 
Commission proposes in particular to introduce generic or 
uniform packaging with the aim of preventing consumers being 
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distracted from warnings about the health risks of smoking by 
images evoking luxury, glamour or freedom. Therefore, does 
the Commission not fear that introducing a generic or uniform 
cigarette packet would make the counterfeiters’ task much 
easier – as they would need only one production line to 
reproduce this single model – and increase the number of 
counterfeit (and untested) cigarettes on the market, thus still 
further endangering consumers’ health?  
Commissioner Dalli underlines that the Commission is 
currently developing the Impact Assessment for a revision of 
the Directive. One of the various options being considered in 
this context concerns the introduction of plain (standardised) 
packaging. No final decision on this matter has been taken by 
the Commission. The objective of such a measure would be to 
make tobacco products' packages less attractive and to make 
the warnings about what tobacco does to people's health more 
visible and effective. Tobacco products' packages would also 
have to bear other product-related features, for example tax 
stamps. The effect on counterfeiting of any possible change in 
packaging will be further examined in the framework of the 
on-going impact assessment.  As regards the health risks 
associated with counterfeit cigarettes, some counterfeit 
cigarettes have higher levels of metals in mainstream smoke. 
However, the main health risk comes from the tobacco leaf 
and from the emissions when being burnt, present in all 
cigarettes. Finally illicit trade in tobacco products is harmful to 
the financial interests of the European Union and the Member 
States as well as to the interests of legitimate businesses. It 
may also undermine public health efforts to control tobacco 
use, as it provides a misleadingly cheap supply to consumers. 
The Commission plays a full and active role, in particular 
through the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), in assisting 
the Member States to tackle international cigarette smuggling 
and to dismantle the criminal gangs responsible for this trade.  
  
Eco-cigarettes 
  
Oreste Rossi (Italy, EFD) reminds that an 'eco-cigarette' is 
an electronic cigarette using lithium-ion batteries. It does not 
contain carbon monoxide or tar, and functions by means of 
nicotine recharges which are introduced and then inhaled, thus 
creating the illusion of smoking a real cigarette and reducing 
tobacco dependency. Despite being very small, the nicotine 
doses allow the electronic cigarette to keep the traditional 
aroma, but the emission of smoke is replaced by inhalation 
and exhalation of a vapour which is totally harmless and 
odourless. In view of the potential benefits of this new 
technology in terms of reducing emissions of substances 
harmful to health and the environment, will the Commission 
take measures to encourage its promotion and dissemination? 
Commissioner Dalli underlines that the Commission is 
following closely developments in the Member States as 
regards electronic nicotine delivery systems such as electronic 
cigarettes. Currently, there is a lack of data on the safety of 
such electronic cigarettes.  The Commission does not plan to 
encourage the promotion or dissemination of electronic 
cigarettes. 
  
Cigarette smuggling at the EU's land borders 
  
Cătălin Sorin Ivan (Romania, S&D) asks the Commission if 
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it has a strategy for combating the illegal trade in cigarettes at 
the EU’s external borders, and for increasing customs security, 
especially at EU land border checkpoints.  
Mr Šemeta, Commissioner in charge of Taxation and Custom 
Union, Audit and Anti-Fraud, states the Commission has been 
aware of the issue of cigarette smuggling in the Member 
States, including Romania, and the issue of external border 
controls in this matter, especially at the Eastern border.  
Smuggling of cigarettes is a global phenomenon, requiring 
global solutions.  The fight against this type of fraud is a 
shared responsibility and requires actions at all levels, i.e. 
from the Commission, the Member States and the 
neighbouring countries. The Commission is examining 
additional actions to tackle illicit trade in cigarettes at the EU’s 
external borders, in close cooperation with the competent 
authorities of the Member States.  The focus will be on 
additional measures supporting enforcement capacity, 
strengthening the disincentives to smuggle and raising 
awareness about the consequences, strengthening operational 
cooperation, including shared intelligence, and enhancing 
international cooperation, especially at the Eastern border. 
  
Mental health and welfare of European citizens 
  
Licia Ronzulli (Italy, PPE) reminds that according to the 
latest report by the World Health Organisation, the most 
frequent problems in this area are depression (13.7%), alcohol 
abuse (6.2%), and schizophrenia (2%), which cost the 
Member States on average 4% of their GDP in social costs and 
productivity losses. Therefore, what tangible measures will the 
Commission take to keep a regular check on the progress of 
work in the Member States which are transposing the relevant 
directive into national law? Will the Commission implement 
programmes designed to protect and promote mental health 
by means of specific targeted measures within the European 
Union? 
Commissioner Dalli underlines that there is no EU legislation 
related to Mental Health, as the EU does not have any 
legislative competence in this area. Member States are 
responsible for the definition of their health policy and for the 
organization and delivery of health services. The European 
Union has the competence, however to carry out actions to 
support, coordinate or supplement the actions of Member 
States concerning the protection and improvement of human 
health. The Union also has a mandate to encourage 
cooperation between Member States in the health field and 
support their action. In this framework, the Commission 
launched in June 2008 the European Pact for Mental Health 

and Well-being  as a platform for cooperation between 
Member States and stakeholders on mental health in different 
sectors including health, education and employment. The 
Commission organized a series of conferences in this context. 
The last such conference on Promoting Mental Health and 
Well-being at Work was held March 2011 in Berlin. This 
conference launched a discussion on mental health promotion 
in workplaces and highlighted the importance of exchanging 
successful policies and good practices. In its current 
Community strategy 2007-2012 on health and safety at work 
the Commission already encourages Member States to 
incorporate into their national strategies specific initiatives 

[1]
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aimed at preventing mental health problems and promoting 
mental health more effectively. 
  
Tackling underage alcohol consumption 
  
Nikolaos Salavrakos (Grecce, EFD) asks the Commission 
what action it plans to take to tackle underage alcohol 
consumption since implementation of the ban on underage 
consumption of alcohol is being ignored? Would a series of 
pan-European measures be advisable, with guidance to 
families and by schools, to make people fully aware of the 
negative effects of alcohol and dissuade them from alcohol 
consumption? 
For Commissioner Dalli underlines that the is fully aware 
about over alcohol consumption by young people and 
particularly over binge drinking among teenagers, not just in 
Greece, but across the EU. This is why protecting children and 
young people is identified as a priority for action in the EU 
Alcohol Strategy. Whilst recognizing that Member States have 
the main responsibility for alcohol policy, the EU Alcohol 
Strategy highlights good practices which have led to positive 
results, such as enforcement of regulations on sales, 
availability and marketing, or community-based action 
involving teachers, parents, stakeholders and young people 
themselves and supported by media messages and life-skills 
training. The Commission's role is to support and help 
coordinate national actions, in particular by identifying and 
disseminating good practice. In this context, the Commission has 
set up an online resource to capture information on projects to 
prevent under-age drinking or drink-driving, to educate young 
people in alcohol issues, to protect them from the consequences 
of alcohol abuse by others and to encourage enforcement of 
minimum age requirements. In addition, to further facilitate 
exchanges between the Member States, the Commission has 
set up the Committee on National Alcohol Policy and Action. 
The Commission is also actively engaging with a broad range 
of stakeholders through the European Alcohol and Health 
Forum which brings together media, advertising and alcohol 
industries, youth and public health non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) and the medical community - to 
encourage them to take action to address alcohol related. 
  
European disability cards 
  
Licia Ronzulli (Italy, PPE) asks the Commission if, in view of 
the various rules on disability in the Member States, the 
Commission intends to harmonise rules on the definition of 
disability and the procedure for obtaining a disability card.  
For Commissioner Reding, In the EU Citizenship Report 
2010 "Dismantling obstacles to EU citizens' rights" of 27 
October 2010, the Commission announced its intention to 
tackle the obstacles faced by EU citizens with disabilities 
regarding access, among others, to transportation and a range 
of goods and services, including when they move to other 
Member States than their own. Delivering on this commitment, 
the Commission adopted, on 15 November 2010, the EU 
Disability Strategy 2010-2020, which has as its overall 
objective to empower people with disabilities so that they can 
enjoy their full rights, and benefit fully from participating in 
society and in the European economy. There are still many 
obstacles preventing people with disabilities from fully 
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exercising their rights and limiting their participation in society 
on an equal basis with others. The Strategy refers in this 
regard also to the right to free movement and to the fact that 
a person with a recognised disability moving to another EU 
country can lose access to national benefits, such as free or 
reduced-cost public transport. With the main objective to 
tackle those problems related to intra EU-mobility, the 
Commission is currently studying the possibilities and 
implications of a mutual recognition of disability cards and 
related entitlements. On the basis of the findings of this study, 
the Commission will take further action; however, this will be 
done in full respect of the Member States' competence for the 
setting of any disability related benefits. 
  
Incentives for the purchase of smartphones and 
technological devices for people with disabilities 
in the Member States  
  
Mara Bizzotto (Italia, EFD) asks the Commission if any 
research has been carried out concerning the Member States 
which offer incentives, and, if so, concerning what type, for 
the purchase of smartphones and other technological devices 
for the disabled. Should no such study be available, does the 
Commission favour believe one should be made, in order to 
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the actions of 
operators in the sector, notably from the viewpoint of 
strategies for inclusion? 
Commissioner Kroes underlines that the Commission is well 
aware of the challenges that disabled persons face in getting 
access to Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
equipment. Whereas the mainstream ICT product prices tend 
historically to decrease, the prices of assistive technologies 
(AT) remain high. The Commission does not have any study 
describing incentives offered in each Member Sate, but it is 
carrying out a study on AT expected to be published in mid-
2011. Preliminary results suggest a lack of competitiveness, 
information to users and research and innovation. The 
situation today is that mainstream ICT products like smart 
phones are not classified as AT in many countries and 
therefore not refunded by public insurance. At the same time, 
the Commission sees that some countries/regions are 
experimenting towards a more consumer oriented model, 
including more free choices for the users. An example is the 
Swedish Institute of Assistive Technology, which has 
coordinated an experiment based on free/choice of AT in three 
counties. All counties had later adopted the scheme and a 
fourth is planning to introduce it by end 2011, meaning that 
about 2.7 million people (2009 figures) will be covered by this 
system. With time, establishing conditions for a system based 
on more freedom of choice for users has the possibility to earn 
users opportunities to choose smart phones (or other types of 
equipment) in support of their usage needs and forms of 
disabilities where appropriate. Incentives for fostering 
inclusion of disadvantaged or disabled workers can be found in 
the Commission General Block Exemption Regulation related to 
State aids. The Commission has also recently approved a 
national scheme subsidizing special digital television decoders 
for people with visual disabilities in Spain. 
  
Other 
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Executive Agency for Health and Consumers 
(EAHC) -  Final Workshop "Physical Activity 
Promotion for Older People", 23 May 2011 
  
Physical activity promotion for older people is an issue of 
growing relevance. According to estimates, the share of 
persons over 65 in the European Union will rise by 40% until 
2030. At the same time, research evidence suggests that even 
starting to become physically active at a high age can have 
considerable health effects. For the past two years, the EAHC-
funded PASEO project has tried to foster the exchange 
between national policy-makers, experts and researchers to 
optimize physical activity promotion among older people in 
Europe, thus improving their health, independence, and quality 
of life. 
  
For more information on PASEO Workshop Draft Program, click 
here. 
For more information about PASEO National Alliances, click 
here. 
  
European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) - New web pages on the 
Surveillance of Healthcare-associated Infections 
  
On the occasion of World Hand Hygiene Day, 5th May, ECDC 
released new web pages dedicated to the Healthcare-
associated Infections Surveillance Network (HAI-Net). HAI-Net 
is a European network for HAI surveillance, coordinated by 
ECDC. The new web pages comprise information on the 
network and its activities, related events and documents, such 
as the Improving Patient Safety in Europe Technical 
Implementation Report, 2005-2008. ECDC continues to work 
to develop an interactive online database, displaying reports 
from the European Surveillance System (TESSy) with 
surveillance data on occurrence and spread of HAI in Europe. 
HAI-Net has been coordinated by ECDC since 2008 and its 
activities are based on the activities of the former IPSE 
(Improving Patient Safety in Europe) network. The main 
priorities of its work are the coordination of the European point 
prevalence survey of HAI and antimicrobial use in acute care 
hospitals, the European surveillance of surgical site infections, 
the European surveillance of HAI in intensive care units and 
the repeated point prevalence surveys of HAI and antimicrobial 
use in European long-term care facilities.  
For more information, click here. 
  
European Agency for Safety and Health at Work 
(OSHA)  - UN’s Decade of Action on Road Safety 
to reduce risks to drivers  
  
Coinciding with the launch of the United Nation’s (UN) Decade 
of Action on Road Safety 2011-2020, EU-OSHA provides 
access to a series of reports and other resources to help meet 
the challenges of managing health and safety in the road 
transport sector. EU-OSHA’s new web section gives access to a 
wide range of resources, covering the risks faced by workers in 
the road transport sector, and practical examples, from across 
Europe and beyond, of campaigns and initiatives that have 
improved occupational safety and health (OSH) among drivers.  
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For more information, click here. 
  
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and 
Drugs addiction (EMCDDA) - First international 
multidisciplinary forum on new drugs, 11–12 
May 2011 
  
The participating experts were invited for their technical 
expertise and research in the field of new psychoactive 
substances and included: forensic scientists; epidemiologists; 
clinicians; law-enforcement experts; and staff from European 
and international organisations. The purpose of this technical 
forum was to: 
•                     audit the state of play and provide a global overview on 
new drugs and ‘legal highs’;  
•                     identify key issues, commonalities and differences in the 
experience of, and response to, this phenomenon;  
•                     anticipate future challenges;  
•                     begin to chart a comprehensive vision for the future 
regarding how these substances will impact on drug use, 
responses and policies.  
The themes covered were: 
•                     Global review: perspectives on a dynamic phenomenon  
•                     Understanding the evidence: forensic science, a key 
component  
•                     Epidemiology: auditing current capacity and identifying 
future priorities  
•                     Making the most of the evidence: early warning  
•                     Defining a balanced response agenda  
•                     A comprehensive vision for the future  
  
For more information, click here. 
  
  

  
Bulgaria – National Centre of Public health 
protection - Network of Schools for Health in 
Europe 
  
The network aims to assist organizations and professionals in 
the further development and sustainability of school health 
promotion in every country, providing an European platform 
for school health promotion. It is coordinated by the The 
Netherlands Institute for Health Promotion (NIGZ) – WHO 
Collaborating centre for School Health Promotion. 
  
For more information, click here 

  
France – INPES – Prevention Days – 19-20 May 
2011 
  
The Prevention Days started in 2005 and are organised by the 
Institut national de prévention et d’éducation pour la santé 
(INPES). They are now key for health professionals and for 
people who are involved in health prevention and education. 
These two-days conference aim to exchange and share best 
practices and experiences, in France in the EU. Part of the 
conference will be devoted to Regional Health Agencies. 
Another part will focus on health promotion in jails. Actions 
and reports devoted to health of handicapped people will be 
dealt with. Finally, health of olders and impact of socio-

National and local news 
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environmental  will be studied.  
  
For more details, click here 
  
Ireland - Institute of Public Health - Is 
Increasing Life Expectancy also improving 
Ageing? 
  
The Institute of Public Health in Ireland (IPH) and the 
International Longevity Centre – UK (ILC) will organise a 
seminar related to increasing life expectancy and what this 
means for healthy ageing and quality of life, in Dublin, on 7 
June 2011.  It will include presentations by Professor Kevin 
Balanda, Institute of Public Health in Ireland, Professor Ann 
Bowling of St. George’s, University of London and Paul Cann of 
Age UK Oxfordshire, editor of Unequal Ageing: The Untold 
Story of Exclusion.  
  
For more information, click here or email here.  
http://www.cardi.ie/node/5452  
  
Ireland – CARDI -  International conference, 
"Ageing Globally – Ageing Locally", 2-3 
November 2011 
  
This event will promote the value and role of ageing-related 
research specifically for policy and practice. It has been 
designed to appeal to a range of stakeholders, including policy 
makers, health, housing and social services providers, 
industry, voluntary and community organisations, researchers 
with an interest in ageing, carers and older people. 
  
For more information, click here. 
  
Spain – Spanish Association of Health Impact 
Assessment (HIA) – New challenges of health 
impact assessment 
  
The Spanish Association of Health Impact Assessment 
organized a conference aiming at addressing the new 
challenges that HIA faces in the context of the current 
systemic crisis and explore the new opportunities for 
development that this context might offer. More precisely, the 
conference will provide an opportunity to discuss HIA potential 
ability to tackle growing inequalities resulting from this global 
crisis, and to advance new strategies to move forward the 
Health in All Policies approach.  
  
For more information, click here. 
  
Sweden – National Institute of Public Health - 
Awareness week’ on promoting health and 
physical activity - 9-15 May 2011 
  
The Swedish National Institute of Public Health coordinated the 
second ‘awareness week’ on promoting health and physical 
activity on 9-15 May. Increasing the knowledge and awareness 
of healthy eating habits and physical activity was one of the 
aims of the campaign (that is one of the government’s efforts 
on health information and focus on individuals).    
  
For more information, click here. 
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The Netherlands – Dutch National Institute for 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
(NIGZ) – 50plusnet initiative 
On 50plusnet, seniors can meet peers with whom they can 
mail and chat, and then take part into clubs or activities. The 
site was created at the initiative of the Dutch National Institute 
for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention (NIGZ). 

For more information, click here.  

UK - British Medical Association (BMA) - 
 'Health inequalities - the role of the medical 
profession 
  
The British Medical Association hosted a one-day conference on 
'Health inequalities - the role of the medical profession?'.The 
aim of the conference was to provide an opportunity to explore 
ways in which the social determinants of health can be 
addressed through local action, in particular to consider how 
the medical profession can support this. The conference was 
organised to coincide with the anniversary of the publication of 
'Fair Society, Healthy Lives'. It included presentations from a 
range of healthcare professionals and provided an opportunity 
to share ideas for future actions and activities. 
  
For more information, click here.  
  

  
Conference SPREAD Sustainable Lifestyles 2050 
  
On 24th - 25th May 2011, SPREAD Sustainable Lifestyles 
project’s launch conference will be organized in Cologne. The 
findings and results from the analysis of the knowledge base 
and examples of good practices will be presented, discussed 
and validated by a wide range of stakeholders.   
  
SPREAD Sustainable Lifestyles 2050 is a European social 
platform 24-month project running from January 2011 to 
December 2012. Different societal stakeholders – from 
business, research, policy and civil society – are invited to 
participate in the development of a vision for sustainable 
lifestyles in 2050. This process will result in a roadmap for 
strategic action for policy makers and will deliver innovative 
ideas for business, research and society, regarding the 
enabling of sustainable lifestyles in European society. This will 
address the challenges of reducing current levels of energy, 
transport and resource use while at the same time improving 
health and quality of life of an ageing European society.  
 In the frame of the meeting already held on 5th May, high 
level experts discussed existing knowledge, experiences and 
providing practices linking health, well-being and sustainable 
lifestyles in the area of living, consuming and moving. 
Relevant issues have therefore been identified as well as 
needed approaches to ensure that health, equity and well 
being are integrated in sustainable lifestyle area: how health 
and well being can be used as an argument for a stronger 
sustainable lifestyle and to promote behaviour changes.   
  
EuroHealthNet has the key role to bring upfront and ensure 
that health, equity and well-being are integrated in all 

Other international news 
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sustainable lifestyles areas that are addressed in SPREAD (i.e. 
living, consuming, moving).  
  
For more information, contact Cristina Chiotan or click here.  
  
WHO – Consultation on Draft Technical Paper of 
the World Conference on Social Determinants of 
Health 
  
WHO seeks comments and feedback on the current draft of the 
Conference technical paper, which aims to inform the 
conference discussions and provide policy-makers with an 
overview of key strategies to implement action on social 
determinants of health. Comments are required on whether 
the draft fully covers the five themes of the Conference, and 
whether any major strategies for implementation of action on 
social determinants have been omitted. Comments will not be 
posted to the public web site. The details given on the form 
will not be voluntarily shared or sold to any outside company 
and will only be used for verification and to identify postings, 
as described above. WHO reserves the right to contact 
participants in case comments require further clarification and 
that the incorporation of comments into the technical paper is 
at the discretion of the WHO Secretariat. Comments are 
welcome until Friday 3 June 2011. Comments received after 
this date will, unfortunately, not be able to be considered.  
  
For more information, click here or email here. 
  
WHO - Experts agree on new European action 
plan on alcohol 
  
  
WHO/Europe organized a meeting of national experts on 
alcohol policy to discuss the draft European alcohol action 
plan. The experts considered a series of planned surveys on 
alcohol and health and exchanged information on 
developments in policy making. Alcohol is the number one risk 
factor for ill health and premature death among people aged 
15–59 years. A consultant outlined the risks of dying from 
alcohol. The key message was that no safe level of drinking 
exists, so people should talk about levels of risk and drop 
terms such as “safe drinking”, “sensible drinking” and “alcohol 
misuse”. Evidence shows a linear correlation between alcohol 
and breast cancer. The experts at the meeting agreed on a 
new draft alcohol action plan, to be discussed further by the 
sixty-first session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe 
in September 2011. The action plan provides information on 
the harmful use of alcohol and proposes many evidence-based 
options for action, including protecting young people, 
increasing the capacity and quality of health services for 
disorders arising out of alcohol use, and taxing and limiting the 
availability of alcohol products. A survey will be conducted to 
update European information systems on alcohol and health. 
Its results will contribute to a new WHO/Europe report on 
alcohol consumption, harm and policy, to be launched in early 
2012. The project is co-funded by the European Commission. 
WHO/Europe organized the meeting in cooperation with the 
Alcohol Public Health Research Alliance (AMPHORA) group of 
alcohol experts, to facilitate the exchange of information 
between policy scientists and policy-makers. The Alcohol 
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Section of the Public Health Directorate of the Federal 
Department of Home Affairs of Switzerland hosted the 
meeting. 
  
For more information, click here. 
  
WHO - Many countries hit by health threats from 
both infectious and chronic diseases - New data 
site makes WHO data and analyses widely 
available 
  
An increasing number of countries are facing a double burden 
of disease as the prevalence of risk factors for chronic diseases 
such as diabetes, heart diseases and cancers increase and 
many countries still struggle to reduce maternal and child 
deaths caused by infectious diseases, for the Millennium 
Development Goals, according to the World Health Statistics 
2011 released by the WHO today. Noncommunicable diseases 
such heart diseases, stroke, diabetes and cancer, now make 
up two-thirds of all deaths globally, due to the population 
aging and the spread of risk factors associated with 
globalization and urbanization. The control of risk factors such 
as tobacco use, sedentary lifestyle, unhealthy diet and 
excessive use of alcohol becomes more critical. The latest 
WHO figures showed that about 4 out of 10 men and 1 in 11 
women are using tobacco and about 1 in 8 adults is obese. In 
addition many developing countries continue to battle health 
issues such as pneumonia, diarrhoea and malaria that are 
most likely to kill children under the age of five. In 2009, 40% 
of all child deaths were among newborns (aged 28 days or 
less). Much more needs to be done to achieve the MDGs by 
the target date of 2015, but progress has accelerated. 
•                         Child mortality declined at 2.7% per year since 2000, 
twice as fast as during the 1990s (1.3%). Mortality among 
children 
    under five years fell from 12.4 million in 1990 to 8.1 million 
in 2009.  
•                     Maternal mortality declined at 3.3% per year since 
2000, almost twice as fast in the decade after 2000 than 
during the 1990s (2%). The number of women dying as a 
result of complications during pregnancy and childbirth has 
decreased from 546,000 in 1990 to 358,000 in 2008.  
The report also shows that more money is being spent on 
health and people can expect to live longer (life expectancy in 
2009 was 68 years, up from 64 years in 1990); but the gap in 
health spending between low- and high-income countries 
remains very large. 
•                     In low-income countries, per capita, health expenditure 
is an estimated US$ 32 (or about 5.4% of gross domestic 
product) and in high-income countries it is US$ 4590 (or about 
11% of gross domestic product).  
•                     High-income countries have, per capita, on average 10 
times more doctors, 12 times more nurses and midwives and 
30 times more dentists than low-income countries.  
•                     Virtually all deliveries of babies in high-income countries 
are attended by skilled health personnel; but this is the case 
for only 40% of deliveries in low-income countries.  
World Health Statistics 2011 is an annual report based on 
more than 100 health indicators reported by WHO's 193 
Member States and other reliable sources. These data provide 
a snapshot of the global health situation and trends. However, 
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timely, accurate health information is hard to obtain in some 
parts of the world, because the country health information 
systems are weak. The release of the report coincides with the 
launch of WHO's new Global Health Observatory, a new 
website that serves as a one-stop shop for data and analyses 
on health priorities around the world. The Observatory 
provides easy access to the world's largest and most 
comprehensive collection of health data, bringing together 
WHO's data from all major health and disease programmes. It 
includes easy access to over 50 databases and 800 indicators 
with analyses of the global health situation and trends, 
covering priority health topics such as child, maternal and 
reproductive health, infectious diseases, noncommunicable 
diseases and risk factors, environmental health, mortality and 
burden of diseases, road safety, health systems and equity. An 
online version of the World Health Statistics dataset is also 
available through the Observatory. 
  
For more information, please email here. 
  
OECD - Growing income inequality in OECD 
countries: What drives it and how can policy 
tackle it? 
  
The OECD Ministerial Meeting on Social Policy held on 2-3 May 
2011 focusing on social policies for recovery, studied the ways 
how social policies have been adapted to respond to the crisis 
and how can governments balance the need to improve the 
quality and the efficiency of social services with growing 
pressure on public spending. In addition, They studied which 
policies can best help parents to reconcile work and family 
responsibilities. How can ensure that the right measures for 
families and children are taken. What needs to be done to 
achieve a greater gender equality in employment and how 
policies can address the multiple risks faced by vulnerable 
families? Regarding the future of intergenerational solidarity, 
how can the interests and needs of different generations can 
be the best balanced and what reforms to pension systems are 
needed to guarantee both financial sustainability and adequacy 
of retirement incomes?  
  
Finally, prior to the social ministerial meeting, a Policy Forum 
on Tackling Inequality was held to discuss the trend of high 
and increasing income inequality in many OECD countries and 
emerging economies and the way forward to a better sharing 
of the benefits of globalization. The aim was to give the overall 
picture of inequality on the rise in most OECD countries, what 
drives growing earnings and income disparities and what are 
the lessons for policies.  
  
For more details, click here.  
For more details on the High-Level Policy Forum on Tackling 
Inequalities are available here.  
  
OECD – Persistence of high unemployment: 
What risks? What policies? 
  
The OECD published a report which underlines that a large 
number of OECD countries still face high unemployment. The 
organization underlines a number of policy measures can be 
considered to facilitate the return work and to minimise the 
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risk that unemployed workers stay unemployed or drift out of 
the labour force.  
Where the opportunities to find a job remain weak and the 
public finances allow, temporary and targeted cuts in payroll 
taxes can encourage firms to raise employment.  
Resources devoted to job-search assistance need to be made 
commensurate to the increased task.  
Given the high proportion of youth and low-skilled having 
joined the ranks of unemployment, enhancing vocational 
training is desirable, even if beefing-up such programmes may 
be difficult in countries facing large budget deficits or with 
limited training infrastructure.  
The extension in the coverage of unemployment benefits to 
additional categories of workers implemented in many 
countries in response to the crisis should in general be made 
permanent, provided benefits are conditioned on recipients 
agreeing to job-search availability and activation 
requirements.  
As the recovery gathers momentum and employment growth 
becomes more robust, the extension in the duration of 
unemployment benefits granted as an emergency measure in 
several countries should be reconsidered.  
Reducing gaps in employment protection between temporary 
and regular contracts, especially where protection of the latter 
are very stringent, would facilitate hiring in the short term, 
reduce labour market segmentation and improve conditions for 
people with weaker labour force attachment.  
  
The report is available here. 
  
  
New dietary strategies addressing the specific 
needs of elderly population for an healthy 
ageing in Europe (NU-AGE)  - EU project 
spotlights better health for longer living 
  
NU-AGE ('New dietary strategies addressing the specific needs 
of elderly population for a healthy ageing in Europe') has 
clinched EUR 9 million under the 'Food, agriculture and 
fisheries, and biotechnology' (KBBE) Theme of the EU's 
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7), and is aiming to 
counteract both the cognitive and physical decline suffered by 
the elderly. Experts point out that the number of Europeans 
aged 65 and over is growing, and predict that this figure will 
reach 40?% of the general population in less than 19 years. 
Led by the University of Bologna in Italy, the NU-AGE 
consortium brings together 31 experts from the research, 
academic and industrial spheres. The partners will probe the 
impact of diet on European seniors, and provide critical insight 
into how they can live longer and healthier lives. Experts 
believe that myriad environmental and biological factors 
influence ageing, and diet is one such factor. But research 
needs to elucidate how people's diet impacts the ageing 
process; little research has been conducted on the influence of 
diet on age-related conditions. Determining the optimal diet is 
also key. 
Under the plan, the NU-AGE partners will design a novel food 
pyramid targeting people aged 65 and over. Food-based 
dietary guidelines used in Europe will be used to build the 
pyramid, which will depict the proportions of various foods that 
should form part of a balanced diet. The partners say the food 
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pyramid, called NU-AGE 65+, will target the nutritional needs 
of the elderly by putting emphasis on nutrient density, water, 
dietary fibre, vitamin D and vitamin B12. Seniors will receive 
fortified food, and advice and support on how to modify their 
diets to match the pyramid. This information will help the NU-
AGE team evaluate the effects of the food pyramid on health 
and ageing factors. The partners will also collect information 
about food intake as well as blood, urine and other samples, 
and the results will be compared to those of seniors who are 
not participating in the dietary intervention. The research 
study will also focus on the socioeconomic determinants for 
food choice.  'Through its work, NU-AGE will seek to fill the 
current lack of knowledge on how the whole diet can impact on 
and counteract age-related disease and functional decline.  
  
For more information, click here. 
  
European project I2SARE’s - Health Inequalities 
Indicators in the Regions of Europe 
 
A total of 265 Regional Health Profiles have been produced by 
the European project I2SARE. Each profile provides a concise 
overview of health in a defined area.  The European project 
I2SARE’s (Health Inequalities Indicators in the Regions of 
Europe) main objective is to assist decision makers  in 
developing their health policies, through a better 
understanding of the health status of the population and of 
health inequalities  at regional level. I2SARE’s new tools give a 
quick and concentrated overview about the health situation in 
a region in comparison with other European regions.  
  
The data are available here. 
  
European Regional and Local Health Authorities 
network - EUREGHA - European Regional 
Working Group on Cancer: Screening & Early 
Detection  
 
EUREGHA established a European Regional Working Group on 
Cancer Screening and Detection which will specialize on three 
specific forms of cancer namely breast cancer, colorectal 
cancer, and cervical cancer with the objective of contributing 
towards the European Partnership for Action Against Cancer.  
Cancer can be reduced and controlled by implementing 
evidence-based strategies for early detection and management 
of patients with cancer. This includes appropriate information 
to ensure awareness about the benefits of screening for those 
who should benefit from it.  Despite substantial efforts, the 
volume of screening examinations in the EU is less than half of 
the minimum annual number of examinations that would be 
expected if the screening tests specified in the Council 
Recommendation on cancer screening were available to all EU 
citizens of appropriate age (approximately 125 million 
examinations per year). The European Regional Working 
Group’s purpose is to assist in the reduction of the burden of 
cancer by promoting 100% population coverage of screening 
for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer as set out in the 
Council Recommendation on cancer screening by 2013.  The 
Working Group will aim to increase the knowledge transfer 
between European regions and institutions on the issue of 
cancer screening and detection by defining regional good 
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practices and lessons learned for implementation of cancer 
screening programmes. The Regional Working Group is open 
to all regions and regional networks from across the EU who 
can contribute relevant expertise and are interested in 
European level learning to improve their approaches to the 
many challenges that cancer presents to their citizens and 
systems. 
  
For more information about joining the Work Group on Cancer 
or require any information regarding the activities of the 
Group, email here 
  
EUREGHA - Inaugural Committee of the Regions 
inter-regional group meeting on health 
  
In conjunction with EUREGHA (European Regional and Local 
Health Authorities network) the North West Health Brussels 
Office has been a key partner in orchestrating the first working 
group meeting on health in the Committee of the Regions 
(CoR),.  The inaugural meeting was formally addressed by 
Acting President of the NAT Commission Mr Michael Cohen, 
who encouraged the CoR members present to be actively 
engaged with the working of the inter-regional.  At the 
meeting Cllr Dave Wilcox (Derbyshire, UK) was elected as 
Chair of the interregional group, with Mr Rafael Ripoll 
(Valencia, Spain) and Mr Karsten Uno Petersen (Danish 
Regions) elected as Vice-Chairs. The Interregional group on 
Health will enable all members and alternate members of the 
CoR, not just the members of the NAT Commission, to debate 
openly and share viewpoints on EU health issues related to 
public health and enhance the dialogue with other EU 
institutions without impinging upon the remit of the NAT 
Commission itself.  
For more information, email here. 

  
Eurocities – New report: cities fostering active 
inclusion 
  
The latest in a series of EUROCITIES reports on the trends, 
challenges and processes experienced by European cities that 
are implementing active inclusion policies, is now out. 
Produced under our Cities for Active Inclusion project, this 
latest report details how the ten partner cities are delivering 
social services and social economy initiatives as part of their 
active inclusion policies.  The handful of cities - Barcelona, 
Birmingham, Bologna, Brno, Copenhagen, Krakow, Lille 
Métropole - Roubaix, Rotterdam, Sofia and Stockholm, have 
demonstrated a move towards improved coordination, 
decentralisation and personalisation of services as well as 
increased outsourcing to social economy organisations. The 
study also shows that budget cuts have stretched their 
capacities in delivering effective and efficient social services to 
an urban population increasingly at risk of social exclusion. 
The study also highlights how the ten partner cities have also 
piloted innovative measures in the social economy sector, and 
are helping to increase the business skills of people working in 
this area. The next EUROCITIES report on Cities for Active 
Inclusion will be published this summer on the topic of the 
active inclusion of young people.  
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The publication 'Cities and active inclusion: quality of social 
services and the social economy – Key lessons from cities' is 

available here. 
  
European Hospital and Healthcare Federation 
(HOPE)  ‐ The Crisis, Hospitals and Healthcare 
  
The European Hospital and Healthcare Federation (HOPE) has 
been looking for the past year at the direct and indirect effects 
of the crisis on the European health systems. Its results are 
now available with the work published “The Crisis, Hospitals 
and Healthcare”. The financial and economic crisis is hitting 
European hospitals and healthcare services. Spared at an 
earlier stage, most of them are now clearly impacted. The 
comparative report details impacts and measures taken, on 
hospital and healthcare services, on healthcare professionals 
and on patients and citizens. Representing more than 8% of 
European GDP, the healthcare sector receives the greatest 
share of its financial resources from public money. It is then 
directly affected by measures that have been cutting public 
expenses. The main consequences of the resources restrictions 
on healthcare professionals are visible in employment policies 
and retirement reforms adopted by most European Member 
States. Various measures, mirrors of the diversity of 
healthcare systems, have been adopted: increasing out-of-
pocket and citizens’ contributions, wage cuts, spending ceilings 
and budget reductions. Some of them are not related to the 
crisis; but in any case they are all changing the healthcare 
landscape.  
  
The report is available here. 
For more information, email Mr. Pascal Garel. 
  
European Federation of Nurses‟ Associations 
(EFN) – International Nurses’ Day -  Closing the 
Gap: Increasing access and equity  
  
Equal access to healthcare is central in all health care systems, 
although the complexity of the current systems makes it 
crucial to continuously improve our communication, 
coordination, education, use of new technologies and 
engagement of the patients in the process of care. Although 
significant progress has been made to increase the access to 
good quality and safe healthcare across the European Union, 
many inequalities still persist, mainly as regard to basic 
information on the diagnoses, the treatment, the cost and 
reimbursement and the different options for the continuity of 
care.  The EU Directive on Patients‟ Rights in Cross-Border 
Healthcare is therefore central in closing this gap in access and 
equity for all European Citizens and in promoting clear models 
of continuity of care combined with technology to make 
citizens feel safe in the whole care process. For more 
information, click here or email here. 
  
European medical technology industry 
association (EUCOMED) - Overcoming barriers 
to e-Health 
  
The European medical technology industry association 
(EUCOMED), has launched its position paper on eHealth 

mhtml:file://C:\Users\a.moret\D... Page 23 of 26 Page 23 of 26



describing the industry perspective including seven criteria that 
play a critical role in enabling the transformation of healthcare 
systems across Europe. The position paper “Overcoming 
barriers to eHealth” can be found here. 
  
European Health Award 2011 – Call for 
submission of applications 
  
The European Health Award is rewarding initiatives undertaken 
in more than one European countries and addressing 
inequalities and disparities in health status, access to health 
services and/or the provision of treatment within Europe. 
There is a strong support to international companies with 
health promotion or other health projects among their staff in 
different European countries, to participate in the competition 

for the award this year. The winner of the 5th edition of the 
European Health Award will receive a prize with a value of 
10.000 in a celebrating ceremony at European Health Forum 
Gastein in October this year. The call for submission of 
applications for the European Health Award 2011 is open until 

6th June 2011.  

  
For more information and for the application form, click here.  

  
International Journal for Equity in Health - The 
hidden inequity in health care 
  
The International Journal for equity in Health published an 
article where it defines inequity as the presence of systematic 
and potentially remediable differences among population 
groups defined socially, economically, or geographically. It is 
not the same as inequality. This is a much broader term, 
generally used in the human rights field to describe differences 
among individuals some of which are not remediable (at least 
with current knowledge). Some languages do not make the 
distinction between the two terms, which may lead to 
confusion and a need to clarify exact meaning in different 
contexts. Some people use the term "unfairness" to define 
inequity, but unfairness is not measurable and therefore not a 
useful term for policy or evaluation. 
  
The article is available here. 
  
UNAIDS – “Move It!” campaign 
  
UNAIDS launched a television and social media campaign to 
create a groundswell of support for the AIDS response in the 
lead-up to the United Nations (UN) General Assembly High 
Level Meeting on AIDS. This key meeting of UN Member States 
and civil society, from 8-10 June 2011, is an important 
opportunity for global leaders to move the AIDS agenda 
forward. The campaign, called Move It!, uses the bicycle as a 
vehicle to raise awareness around HIV— the spinning wheels 
symbolizing the movement and force of the AIDS response. 
Designed by the Geneva-based branch of advertising agency 
Saatchi & Saatchi, simple animations on spinning bicycle 
wheels communicate the message: Zero new HIV infections, 
Zero discrimination, Zero AIDS-related deaths. As part of the 
campaign, a public service announcement will be broadcast 
across Africa. 
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For more information, click here. 
  
International Advisory Group -  For global 
solidarity to achieve universal access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support 
  
The International Advisory Group (IAG) on universal access 
met to crystallize key findings informed by the outcomes of 
recent series of country and regional consultations on 
universal access. The meeting was an opportunity to gain 
consensus on global priorities and the “way forward” which is 
captured in the IAG statement, Solidarity for Universal Access. 
The statement will be shared directly with Member States to 
contribute towards negotiations on a draft declaration in lead 
up to the United Nations High Level Meeting on AIDS that will 
take place in June. Between 2010 and 2011, 117 countries 
took stock of their progress towards universal access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support services. The national 
assessments informed multiple regional consultations. While 
reviewing the findings from the country and regional 
consultations, the IAG, a multi-stakeholder advisory group, 
mandated by the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board, 
found overwhelming and ongoing support for the universal 
access movement. The IAG endorsed the recommendations 
from the regional and country consultations and concluded 
that five global challenges are pivotal now to achieve universal 
access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support by 
2015. These global challenges include the need to protect the 
human rights of all people; improve access to quality and 
affordable HIV treatment and scale up HIV prevention 
programmes; engage inspiring and courageous leaders, 
especially young people, lead the response; use evidence-
informed strategies to make smart investments that will yield 
maximum results; and, finally, share accountability. 
  
For more information, click here. 
                                     
Association for Cancer Research conference: 
Socioeconomic inequalities in screening 
participation 
 
Cancer screening is utilized less by individuals from lower 
socioeconomic status (SES) backgrounds than those from 
more privileged backgrounds. Organized screening programs 
with good call-recall systems provide more equality of access 
than opportunistic screening, but they don’t eradicate 
inequalities: In the first 2.6 million Faecal occult blood test 
(FOBT) kits mailed out in the National Health Service screening 
program in England, uptake was almost twice as high in 
affluent as in deprived areas. Research into the determinants 
of inequalities in screening is comparatively new. Qualitative 
studies in lower-SES groups tend to emphasize perceived 
barriers: time pressures, access, embarrassment, etc. 
Quantitative studies have identified SES differences in 
perceived benefits, which may be due partly to lower health 
literacy in lower SES groups, but also a tendency to focus on 
short-term outcomes. Research is needed to discover how to 
communicate the advantages of screening effectively to 
populations with lower health literacy, more fatalistic attitudes, 
and a focus on coping with the here-and- now rather than the 
long term. To this end the ASCEND Project a set of 
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     http://ec.europa.eu/health/mental_health/policy/index_en.htm 

interventions to reduce the socioeconomic gradient in the 
uptake of the NHS Bowel Cancer Screening Programme. The 
project is part of the Cancer Communication and Screening 
group at the Cancer Research UK Health Behaviour Research 
Centre at University College London. The aim of this project is 
to understand the factors (understanding, perceived benefits 
etc) involved in the social gradient in colorectal cancer 
screening. It is an interventional project and will focus mainly 
on enhancing written information materials contained within 
invitation letters and aims to refine the development and pre-
testing of intervention materials.  
  
For more information, click here. 
  
Second World Non-Profit and Social Marketing 
Conference  
  
A key aspect of social marketing is sustainability which is why 
the 2nd World Non-Profit and Social Marketing Conference 
aims to have as little negative social, environmental and 
economical impact as possible. We aim to achieve this by: 
•                     Minimising the use of paper, energy and natural 
resources at the conference 
•                     Ensuring our event partners have a transparent and 
sustainable environmental policy 
•                     Setting delegate, exhibition and sponsorship fees at 
realistic and affordable levels 
•                     Ensuring all produce served is local and seasonal 
•                     Engaging with the local community to minimise the 
events environmental impact and maximise the social, 
educational and economic benefits for local people from all 
backgrounds 
•                     Working closely with the conference venue to set a 
strict environmental policy. 
  
For more information, click here. 
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Using Health Highlights 
 
EuroHealthNet seeks to practice sustainable approaches – please do not waste resources by printing this publication 
unnecessarily, but do forward electronically to colleagues in your organisation, agency or institution. 
  
Would you like to inform other members about new publications or events in your organisation or country?  
Please send contributions to a.moret@eurohealthnet.eu  
  
EU Health Highlights is produced for the internal use of organisations, institutions, authorities and departments 
interested in health promotion, disease prevention and public health in the EU. If any reader knows of people or bodies 
who might find it useful to receive Health Highlights, please do not copy it externally beyond your agency without our 
authorisation, but do send details to us at: a.moret@eurohealthnet.eu  
 
We will be pleased to make contact and offer our services, including a free trial period. Your comments and suggestions 
will also be welcome. Thank you for your help. 
  
If you wish to unsubscribe from our Health Highlights, please send an email to a.moret@eurohealthnet.eu  with 
“Unsubscribe HH” in the subject line. 
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