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Main News Stories
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Presidency Conference - Solidarity in health - Closing the health gap between EU Member States 

EuroHealthNet will participate in the EU Presidency conference “Closing the health gap between EU States” and will discuss  “can EU 2020 help to close this gap?”. EuroHealthNet Director, Clive Needle, will contribute a critical appreciation of how and whether policy and practice instruments available within the EU2020 umbrella will address priority public health conditions and how it aligns with the WHO Europe 2020 process. 

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here.
 

European Court of Auditors (ECA) – Evaluation of the School Milk (SMS) and School Fruit (SFS) Schemes programmes 

This European Court of Auditors’ (ECA) performance audit assessed the effectiveness of the two schemes - the School Milk Scheme and School Fruit Scheme - notably assessing whether the EU subsidies have a direct impact on the beneficiaries' consumption and if the schemes are likely to meet their educational objectives and influence future eating habits.

READ MORE 
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To access the report, click here
 

New EU Cohesion Policy package for 2014-2020 

The European Commission has adopted a legislative package for cohesion policy for the period from 2014 until 2020. It is designed to boost growth and jobs across Europe by targeting EU investment on Europe's Growth and Jobs Agenda ("Europe 2020"). The Commission's proposals aim to bolster social investment with the Globalisation Adjustment Fund and a new Programme for Social Change and Innovation complementing and reinforcing the European Social Fund.

READ MORE 
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To access “Questions and Answers on the legislative package”, click here.
 

For more information about the proposal from the Commission, click here.
 

To access EuroHealthNet’s position on the EU Cohesions policy for 2014-2020, click here or contact John Considine
 

To access Health inequalities Website, click here  or contact Claudia Marinetti  or Yoline Kuipers.

EU - High-level conference on Inequalities in EU and the future of the welfare state 

EuroHealthNet will participate in the conference to be held in Brussels on 5-6 December will take stock of how inequalities develop and explore ways of how to mitigate them.

READ MORE 

[image: image15]
For more information, click here.

WHO - Global “commitment” to addressing social determinants of health 

The World Conference on Social Determinants of Health defined 15 commitments that should be undertaken by governments, international organisations, the private sector and civil society. The final document, the Rio Political Declaration on Social Determinants of Health (Rio Declaration), calls for better governance for health and development, with transparent decision-making and social participation. Governments are urged to develop policies and measure progress towards defined goals.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here.
 

Conference – Social Determinants of Health: European and Global Actions 

Health Action partnership International (HAPI) organizes a conference on the themes developed at that the WHO Global Conference in Rio. It will consider the practical actions that can be taken at the global and European levels based on the recommendations of the Rio conference. 

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
 

WHO Europe – Conference on Health 2020 

EuroHealthNet has been invited to participate in a Conference on the new WHO Europe strategy, on 28-29 November 2011. It continues development of the Health 2020 policy that the European Region plans to endorse formally in September 2012.  The meeting aims to explore how a whole - of-government and whole-of-society approach can further improve health and well-being, and to review and identify ways to establish or consolidate dialogue with critical stakeholders and all levels of government for Health 2020.
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For more information, click here.

The working document “The new European policy for health – Health 2020: vision, values, main directions and approaches” is available here.
 

Norway – New Public Health Act from 1st January 2012 

The new Public Health Act will be introduced in Norway from 1st January 2012. Its purpose will be to contribute to societal development that promotes public health and reduces social inequalities in health.

READ MORE 

[image: image19]
For more information, click here.
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News from EuroHealthNet
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EUROHEALTHNET

Save the date: Equity Week - 29th-31st May 2012 

From 29th to 31st May 2012, EuroHealthNet will organise the Equity Week, in Brussels. All information, programme and registration will be available in due time.

GRADIENT project presented at the European Public Health Conference 

The European Public Health Association (EUPHA) organises the 4th European Public Health Conference under the title "Public Health and Welfare – Welfare development and health” in Copenhagen. 

 

READ MORE 
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To know more about GRADIENT, click here or contact EuroHealthNet Research Coordinator Giorgio Barbareschi
For more information, click here
EUROHEALTHNET MEMBERS

England – Department of Health (DH) - Mental health therapies for children 

In England, one in ten children aged 5-16 years has a clinically diagnosable mental health problem. The Government decided to invest £32 million in psychological therapies, including talking therapies, for children and young people with mental health problems.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
For more information about the Government mental health strategy – “No health without mental health”, click here.
 

France- INPES - Nutrion / Children obesity 

INPES published a booklet related to children obesity prevention to the attention of health professionals.
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For more information, click here
France- INPES - Alzheimer 

INPES built a broad network devoted to surveys on Alzheimer, in the context of the  Alzheimer plan 2008-2012.

During the Alzheimer’s Association International Conference, INPES published the results of 7 studies already carried out.
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For more information, click here.

France – INPES - Assessment of anti-tobacco measure 

In 2006, INPES launched the International Tobacco Control project. The aim of this study currently launched in 20 countries is to assess anti-tobacco measures.
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To access the assessment report, click here
Germany - BzGA - Data on gambling behaviour 

A study published by BZgA shows that gambling behaviour problems concerns more than 1% of 16-65 population.
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To access the study, click here.
 

Scotland – Public Health Information for Scotland (ScotPHO) – Most frequent causes of death 

The most common causes of death in Scotland are cancer, heart disease and stroke. However, a large number of different diagnoses make up these broad groupings, and it is of interest to look at the most frequently occurring individual causes of death, especially as regards the difference in causes of all deaths, and those of premature deaths.
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For more information, click here
 

Scotland – NHS Scotland – Conference “Health in changing times” 

Representatives from NHS Scotland will participate in the conference due to be held on 10-11 November 2011. The aim will be to explore how issues such as climate change, political change and organisational change will impact on health in Scotland. There will also be discussions on the health inequalities impact assessment, to be launched by the end of the year.
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For more information, click here
 

Scotland – NHS Scotland – “Equally Well” 

“Equally Well” was launched by the Scottish Government in 2008 to investigate the issues around health inequalities. NHS Scotland was asked to commission an evaluation of the test sites chosen to implement the report’s recommendations. NHS Scotland is now running a series of round table sessions to explore the themes which have emerged from the evaluation.
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For more information, click here
 

Sweden - Swedish National Institute of Public Health –Public health of the future – everyone’s responsibility 

The Swedish National Institute of Public Health published a report “Public health of the future – everyone’s responsibility”. This report contains a compilation of the most important results of undertaken actions.
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For more information, click here.
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News from the Council and the EU Presidency
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European Gender Summit 

For the first time, a European gender summit will be held. The event is supported by a range of high-level partners and patrons from different sectors and backgrounds. The European gender summit invites stakeholders from all sectors and disciplines active in the European innovation system to participate in this dialogue. Hundreds of key stakeholders from the EU and beyond, will participate in the debate.

READ MORE 
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For more information about the European Gender Summit, click here
To access the joint declaration and the initiatives to be held by the Trio Presidency, click here.

To access the EIGE report, click here
To access EuroHealthNet position on gender equality, click here or contact EuroHealthNet Policy and Advocacy Coordinator, Stecy Yghemonos.
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News from the European Commission
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HEALTH

Health Protection from radioactive substances in water intended for human consumption 

The European Commission proposed a directive laying down requirements for the protection of the health of the general public with regards to radioactive substances in water intended for human consumption. The Council, having regards to this proposal, underlined the contribution to the exposure of the population which involve a risk from ionizing radiation must be kept as low as possible.

[image: image37]
To access the Council position and the measures requested from Member States, click here
 

European Alcohol and Health Forum – Plenary meeting 

The meeting focused on the content of the report related to alcohol, work and productivity, summarizing scientific evidence on the looks between harmful drinking and productivity and employment. The forum agreed to see how suggestions for future actions could be taken forward.

READ MORE 
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To access the European Alcohol and Health Forum’s report, click here.
 
To access Commissioner Dalli speech, click here
 

SOCIAL

A more responsible business for more growth 

The European Commission proposed a new strategy on corporate social responsibility (CSR). This package of measures on responsible business aims to help enterprises achieve their full potential in terms of creating wealth, jobs and innovative solutions to the many challenges facing Europe's society. The proposal sets out how enterprises can benefit from CSR as well as contributing to society as a whole by taking greater steps to meet their social responsibility. Enterprises should have a process in place to integrate social, environmental, ethical human rights and consumer concerns into their business operations and core strategy in close cooperation with their stakeholders.

READ MORE 
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For more information about the European Commission strategy, click here
To access EuroHealthNet position on the promotion of healthy working populations, click here or EuroHealthNet Policy and Advocacy Coordinator, Stecy Yghemonos.

Report - Social dimension of the Europe 2020 strategy 

The social protection committee (SPC) published a report on Europe 2020's social dimension that examines actions to promote inclusion and reduce poverty. It details the current poverty and social exclusion situation in the EU and assesses related policy options for addressing these challenges. It also outlines findings of the SPC thematic work on social inclusion and protection in 2010.

READ MORE 
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To access the report, click here
For more information about EuroHealthNet position, contact Policy and Advocacy Policy Coordinator, Stecy Yghemonos.

RESEARCH

Towards initiatives to tackle urbanization challenges for sustainable lifestyles 

The European Commission elaborated some recommendations in order to set up European joint actions to global urban challenges. It reminds that by nearly 2050, 70% of the population will live in cities. Urbanization involving interlinked challenges (social deprivation, environmental, safety and security issues), the Commission encourages Member States to develop and maintain a common strategic research agenda establishing medium- to long term research needs and objectives in the area of urban development.

READ MORE 
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To access the measures recommended by the Commission, click here
For more information about SPREAD, contact Cristina Chiotan or click here.

Conference - Social inclusion of youth on the margins of society: more opportunities, better access, and higher solidarity 

In support of the “Youth on the Move” and “European Platform against poverty” flagship initiatives, DG Research and Innovation organises an evidence-based and policy oriented conference on “Youth and Social Inclusion”.  The conference will proceed from the EU recent policy documents on youth and social inclusion and follows three axes in the discussions, proceeding from the Youth Strategy 2010-2018 aims:

· Creating opportunities: education, employment 

· Improving access: participation, support 

· Fostering solidarity: volunteering, youth in the world, social inclusion. 
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To access the programme and background information, click here.
 

EATWELL Project – Are policies for a healthier European diet effective? 

EATWELL (Interventions to Promote Healthy Eating Habits: Evaluation and Recommendations) is an EU funded project aiming at tackling unhealthy diets. EU Member States have initiated various national policy campaigns to encourage physical activity and healthier diets.

READ MORE 
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 For more information, click here
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News from the European Parliament
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

An increased 2012 budget for Research / Development and cohesion/structural funds 

The European Parliament (EP) adopted an EU 2012 budget particularly favorable to growth, employment and innovation.  The spending categories that see the biggest increases in payments are Research and Development (10.35%) and Cohesion and Structural funds (8.8%).

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
More direct support to single parents 

Members of European Parliament (MEPs) adopted a non-legislative resolution aiming at supporting single parents with temporary accommodation, advice and education. The number of single parents is growing in all advanced and industrialised countries.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
To access Eurostat data, click here.

Inclusion of people with disabilities 

In the context of the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020, Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) adopted a resolution stressing the needs to get more people with disabilities into jobs and include provisions on disability in more of its other policies.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
 

Survey - Europeans and the crisis 

This survey "Europeans and the crisis" was carried out between 3rd and 18th September 2011 on the basis of face to face interviews with 26.856 citizens aged over 15. The previous one was carried out in April-May 2011. The results show that Europeans are worried about the effects of the crisis on their personal situation.

READ MORE 
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To access the survey conducted by the European Parliament, click here
To access the special Eurobarometer survey on social climate and its summary, click here
 

RESPONSE TO PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS

Greater harmfulness of smoking to women 

Oreste Rossi (Italy, EFD) asks the European Commission what measures it considers introducing specific measures to warn women in the EU against the dangers of smoking.
 

READ MORE 
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For more information about the EU-wide campaign "Ex-smokers are unstoppable, click here
 

Discouraging smoking 

John Stuart Agnew (UK, EFD) asks the European Commission how much EU funding is spent on discouraging tobacco smoking and what are evidence of its effectiveness.

READ MORE 

Mental and neurological illnesses 

Rareş-Lucian Niculescu (Romania, PPE) wants to know if the Commission has a strategy for reducing the number of people suffering from mental and neurological illness and what policy is being adopted as regards encouraging scientific research in this field. 

READ MORE 

Preventing diabetes by limiting daily sugar consumption 

Oreste Rossi (Italy, EFD) asks the European Commission if it intends to take steps to reduce the amount of sugar in food and drink products?

READ MORE 

Fight against non-communicable diseases 

Patrice Tirolien (Frace, S&D) wishes to know what is the Commission doing to encourage the Member States to introduce binding measures to reduce sugar, salt and fat in food. 
 

READ MORE 

European health examination surveys (EHES) 

Anneli Jäätteenmäki (Finland, ALDE) asks the European Commission if it envisages and plans a continued future for the EHES and for funding for national Health Examination Surveys (HESs)?
 

READ MORE 
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News from other EU Bodies and Agencies
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European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) – For a social compromise with growth and employment 

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) presented two opinions aiming at promoting social entrepreneurship and combat homelessness in the EU. For the EESC, to defend new social business models is a way forward for growth and employment in Europe. The EESC underlined that more than 15% of people in Europe are at risk of poverty or social exclusion, and homelessness is the fourth most common reason given for poverty in the EU.

READ MORE 
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For more information related to EESC opinion on social entrepreneurship click here
For more information related to EESC opinion on homeless, click here
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) - Trust and reputation management in communicable disease public health 

An ECDC literature review of trust and reputation management in communicable disease public health found the evidence base to be in an emergent phase. However, elements of good practice were identified, including the need for long-term planning, strong media relations skills, proactive relationship building with key stakeholders, integration of technical functions and enhanced commitment to transparency.

READ MORE 
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To access the report, click here.
 

European Agency for Health and safety at Work (OSHA) - Safe maintenance at the heart of European Week for Safety and Health at Work 

Safe maintenance is the focus of this year’s European Week for Safety and Health at Work with a series of awareness-raising events, including workshops, seminars and exhibitions taking place all over Europe.
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For more information, click here
To access the Website related to the campaign “healthy workplaces” click here
 

European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound) - Improvement of working conditions can boost overall productivity 

Changes in workplace practise can positively impact and improve the overall performance of employees and productivity of a company, according to new research from Eurofound. It is key to combine training, autonomous team work, flexible time arrangements, profit and ownership sharing schemes, and well-functioning social dialogue as part of a strategic to enhance the economic performance.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here. 
 

European Environment Agency (EEA) – Towards a better environmental policy 

A new report from the European Environment Agency (EEA) - ‘BLOSSOM – Bridging long-term scenario and strategy analysis: organisation and methods’ - summarises the results of a three-year project, that examined to what extent foresight studies underpinned environmental policies in 12 EU Member States. It shows several successful examples of how European countries are giving increasing attention to using long term approaches, such as scenario building, when formulating environmental policies.

READ MORE 
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To access the report, click here.
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA) - Information on geriatric studies and new active substance claims 

EMA has updated its templates for assessment reports on human medicines to include information on how medicines were studied in the elderly and on claims that a medicine contains a new active substance. The new templates now aim to make sure that assessment reports include information on the number of elderly people involved in a medicine's clinical-trial programme more clearly, as well as on side effects that are of significance in older patients. From now on, the Agency will be asking applicants to supply this information in the list of questions at day 120 of the assessment procedure if they fail to include it in their dossier.
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For more information, click here
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Other International News
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WHO - Towards more actions on environmental health threats 

The European Environment and Health Task Force (EHTF) is the leading international body for implementation and monitoring of the European Environment and Health Process (EEHP). The EHTF discussed proposed areas of joint action to implement the commitments agreed by European countries in the 2010 Parma Declaration on Environment and Health.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here.

Mental Health - Social determinants of mental health 

Mental Health Europe (MHE)  - “From individual to collective responsibility – The social determinants of mental health” - organized in Croatia on 14-16 June 2012,  will focus on how to engage with the social determinants of mental health, in a bid to emphasize the role society plays in both reinforcing and addressing inequalities. 

READ MORE 
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For more information on the conference or on the call for contributions, email here or click here
To access press article from the Guardian “Campaigners propose radical agenda to tackle ill-health”, click here.
 

Global Mental Health 

The Lancet Journal published a series on Global Mental Health 2011. The subjects of the papers were chosen after consultation with the Movement for Global Mental Health, an international coalition of professionals and the public that is committed to improving access to mental health care and promoting the human rights of people affected by mental illness worldwide.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
 

UEFA & WHO - No tobacco: 1st goal of the UEFA Euro 2012 

UEFA's decision enforces a complete ban on the use, sale or promotion of tobacco in all stadia involved in the tournament. The regulation will apply without exception to all spaces within stadia perimeters, both indoors and outdoors.  This tobacco-free policy - developed in cooperation with WHO - has one main goal: to send a strong message to football's fans everywhere, reaffirming the link between sport and good health. Promoting healthy lifestyles through football is a core theme of UEFA Football and Social Responsibility activities, which use football to help get a handle on some of Europe’s top health, social and environmental problems.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
To know more about Healthy Stadia programme, click here.
 

Euro-Urhis 2 – Towards a healthier future for cities 

European Urban Health Indicators System (Euro-Urhis) will organise a European Urban Health Conference on 12-14 September 2012 in Amsterdam. The results of the Euro-Urhis project will be released, bringing forward the ways cities can have a healthier future. The conference will provide understanding and training of Euro-Urhis health indicators, their implementation. The conference will also aim at exchanging knowledge and best practice for urban health monitoring methodology, analysis and reporting.
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For more information, click here
 

AGE - Towards a successful European Year 2012 on Active ageing and intergenerational solidarity’ 

AGE Platform, together with the Intergroup on Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity, is organising an event in order to bring together a wide range of stakeholders, including the Coalition for the EY2012 and representatives of the EU institutions and Member States, to discuss examples of partnerships and initiatives that could be launched during the Year. EuroHealthNet will participate and will launch its new Healthy Ageing. EU website in early 2012.

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
 

STEPs - Public Health Research – Europe’s Future 

STEPS (Strengthening Engagement in Public Health Research) published a report calling for ministries of health to lead support for public health research, and collaborate to develop a European Public Health Research Area.

READ MORE 
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To access the report, click here
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Other National and Local News
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England - National Heart Forum (NHF) - New online resource linking planning and health 

National Heart Forum (NHF) launched a new interactive online resource – Healthy Places - explaining how planning law and regulation can be used by both planning and health practitioners to create and support healthy communities.  Aimed at local councils and planning groups, Healthy Places will help them to understand and harness legal areas that are; new, interesting, not fully understood, or not yet recognised as having a potential impact on health in a local area. 
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To access Healthy Places Website, click here
For more information, email Hanna Graff.

England - National Heart Forum - PANacea - the new global online network for physical activity and nutrition 

The National Heart Forum (NHF) has recently launched PANacea - the new global online network for physical activity and nutrition. This tool aims at improving communication between public health practitioners in order to enhance quality of services, enable health initiatives to progress more quickly and with lower set up costs, support professional development through peer support and contribute to a stronger community that can respond to emerging challenges locally, nationally and globally.
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For more information, visit the PANacea website
To access information on Physical activity and health update in October 2011, click here
 

UK – Life expectancy gap between north and south increases 

New figures released by the Office for National Statistics show that the gap between the local areas with the highest and lowest life expectancies in UK increased 2004-2006 and 2008-2010. A north-south divide is particularly evident in the figures with people in the south of England experiencing higher life expectancies than those in Scotland and the north of England. Life expectancy was highest in Kensington and Chelsea and lowest in Glasgow City in each period.
 
 

READ MORE 
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For more information, click here
To access the article, click here
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Events
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November 2011
· 2 November 2011: Rare 2011 - the EuroBiomed meetings on rare diseases (Montpellier, France) 

· 2-3 November 2011: Ageing Globally – Ageing Locally” Planning all Our Futures (Dublin, Ireland) 

· 4-5 November 2011: Evolving challenges - Ageing Locally " Planning all our futures" (Dublin, Ireland) 

· 7 November 2011: AGE Platform Europe – Intergroup on ageing and intergenerational solidarity (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 7 November 2011:  Conference on occupational safety and health (Warsaw, Poland) 

· 7-8 November 2011: Solidarity in Health - EU Presidency conferences on closing the gap in public health (Poznan, Poland) 

· 7-11 November 2011: Qualitative and Quantitative Research methods in Health care and Medicine Use (Copenhagen, Denmark) 

· 9-11 November 2011: 6th World Congress on Tissue Banking (Barcelona, Spain) 

· 10 November 2011: SMI - The swedish Institute for Communicable Disease Control - The future of European prevention among MSM (Stockholm, Sweden) 

· 10-12 November 2011: Welfare Development and health (Copenaghen Denmark) 

· 11-15 November 2011:  International Health Congress (Montreal, Canada) 

· 14-16 November 2011: 6th International conference on children's health and the environment (Lodz, Poland) 

· 15 November 2011: BIO-Europe 2010—16th Annual International Partnering Conference (Munich, Germany) 

· 16-17 November 2011: International conference on electromagnetic fields and health (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 16-17 November 2011: 2011 International Scientific Conference on EMF and Health (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 20-23 November 2011: 3rd International TEMOS Conference “Healthcare abroad and medical tourism” (Cologne, Germany) 

· 23 November 2011: Diet, Physical Activity and Cardiovascular Disease Prevention in Europe (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 23-25 November 2011: ECDC Annual meeting on antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-associated infections (Warsaw, Poland) 

· 28 November-1st december 2011: 15th Annual Public Health Days (Montreal, Canada) 

· 30 November: 2nd December 2011: Eurochild's Annual Conference 2011 (Cardiff, Wales-UK) 

December 2011
· 1 December 2011: EUCERD/WHO Technical Workshop on the Classification of Genetic Diseases (Luxembourg) 

· 5 December 2011: Medicine and surgery in optimising the care of obese patients (Munich, Germany) 

· 9 December 2011: Synergy in prevention and health promotion: individual, community, and environmental approaches, (Lisbon, Portugal) 

· 12-14 December 2011:  7th International Conference on Nightlife, Substance Use and Related Health Issues, (Prague,Czech Republic) 

· 15 December 2011: eHealth and Equity in the Global Health Communities (Brussels, Belgium) 

2012
· 18-19 January 2012: IT @ Networking Awards 2012: Raise Awareness of the World's Most Innovative Healthcare IT Projects (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 7-10 March 2012: 27th International Conference on Alzeimer's Disease international (London, UK) 

· 2-3 May 2012:  High level conference on EU health programme -DG  SANCO (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 29-31 May 2012: EuroHealtthNet - Equity Week (Brussels, Belgium) 

· 14-16 June 2012:  From individual to collectuve responsibility - The social determainants of mental health" (Croatia) 

· 12-14 September 2012: European Urban health Conference: From research to policy (Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 

2013
· 10-14 June 2013: WHO - 8th Global conference on Health Promotion (Finland) 

· 25-29 August 2013: 21st IUHPE World Conference on Health Promotion ( Pattaya, Thailand)
  




